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Northwoods Farm tapping into CBD product market

BY MICHELLE JENSEN

mjensen@ashlanddailypress.net

Health benefit claims
swirling around can-
nabidiol, commonly
shortened to CBD, oil
are germinating all over
the internet. And with
agribusiness’s  interest
in turning hemp into
the new cool-cash crop,
farms big and small have
been trying to set down
roots into the market.

But in 2020 — the year
of COVID-19 — that hasn’t
been easy.

Hemp tolerates a wide
range of soils, said Jason
Fischbach, UW-Madison
Extension agriculture
agent for Bayfield and
Ashland counties. So
growing the plant isn't a
problem so much in the
Northwoods, whether it
be for making CBD oil or
tinctures, or selling it as a
grain or fiber.

The question is once
the farmers harvest the
crop, will they find a mar-
ket for it?

One Ashland-area
farmer says yes.

Gil Schwartz is a farmer
and for-
ager grow-
ing hemp
on a small
scale to
make CBD
hemp prod-
ucts under
the banner
Northwoods Botanicals
to sell directly to consum-
ers.

Outside the box

Schwartz is no stranger
to thinking outside the
box when it comes to the
ag business. A forager
since a young age, he
established  Seasonally
Sourced Foods, a profes-
sional wild foods harvest-
ing service and specialty
crop farm in April 2015.
The farm offers a variety
of wild vegetables, salad
blends, root crops, fruits,
mushrooms, culinary
herbs, edible flowers and
more.

And last year, when
hemp called Schwartz’s
name to be added to the
business, he answered
the call.

After successfully navi-
gating the spools of red
tape necessary to get a
license to grow hemp,
Schwartz planted the first
crop in spring 2019. And
then settled down to wait.

Unlike a plant such
as lettuce that can be
planted, harvested and
placed into consumers’
hands within a couple of
months, hemp takes six
months to produce the
flower vital for making
CBD.

Schwartz

About
Northwoods
Botanicals

Location:

Seasonally Sourced
Foods near Ashland.
Something to Know:
Northwoods Botanicals’
hemp is grown sustain-
ably, and each plant is
hand-sown, transplant-
ed, watered and harvest-
ed to protect the delicate
flowers and preserve
their cannabinoid.

After a long summer,
the flowers of Schwartz’s
first crop burst forth, and
he started harvesting in a
wet and chilly October to
begin in earnest his new
CBD oil entrepreneurial
endeavor.

“We learned a lot last
year,” Schwartz said.
“Things have been off to
a really good start.”

Schwartz proudly states
his new operation is quite
small, and he grows the
hemp outdoors in the
sunshine without syn-
thetic or harmful pesti-
cides, herbicides or fer-
tilizer. When the time
is ripe, he harvests the
crop by hand, giving the
plants the care and atten-
tion needed to preserve
their = cannabinoid-rich
trichomes.

The farmer cures and
dries the plants, pay-
ing careful attention to
temperature and humid-
ity before processing and
sending them off to a li-
censed processor in St.
Paul.

Full spectrum

The end product is a
high-quality, full spec-
trum hemp flower ex-
tract made in Bayfield
County, Schwartz said.
Legally it can’t have more
than a 0.3% concentra-
tion of delta 9-tetrahy-
drocannabinol (THC)
on a dry weight basis, so
Schwartz’s hemp prod-
ucts are completely non-
psychoactive.

Schwartz is careful not
to make health claims for
Northwoods Botanicals’
CBD oil, only sticking to
claims he is comfortable
standing behind as tested
by a third-party lab.

However, information
on the Internet claims
that the oil has shown
therapeutic health ef-
fects on humans, cats
and dogs, including pain
relief, reduction of anxi-
ety and depression, and
the alleviation of cancer-
related symptoms such as
nausea and vomiting.

Northwoods Botanicals’
lineup of CBD comes in
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Rows of hemp grow at Seasonally Sourced Foods, a specialty crop farm in the Washburn and Ashland area. Gil Schwartz
started growing the plants last year to produce cannabidiol oil.
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l-ounce dropper bottles
in four flavors — classic,
orange, mint and cinna-
mon — although Schwartz
has more in develop-

High-Quality Services

Ritola Inc

“Your Complete Excavating
Company”

Since 1991, Ritola Inc. has been providing excavation and heavy equipment services to Northern
Wisconsin. From new road construction and repairs, to personal and commercial building site
preparation, street work and underground utilities, the company maintains a high quality of
performance.

Be it residential, commercial or industrial you'll

get the excavation and hauling help you require from
our capable team. Our excavators will exceed your
expectations within your budget.

Get a FREE estimate from Ritola Inc. today!

Just call us at 715-278-3824 Or

vist us at ritolainc.com

At Ritola Inc.
we place much
emphasis on
customer
satisfaction
and quality
relationships

™
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ment. He’s particularly
excited about his upcom-
ing bacon-and-chicken-
flavored CBD to sprinkle
over pets’ kibble.
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Northwoods Botanicals, a CBD hemp product business Gil Schwartz established this year, sells a variety of flavored hemp
flower extract tinctures.
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As an example of per-
sonal use, Schwartz said
he puts drops of the cin-
namon flavored CBD in
his coffee.
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For more information
visit northwoodsbotani-
cals.com.

We Support
Our Local

Farmers

D | Closed Saturday & Sunday

Available

Sides of Beef

e Cut, Wrapped & Frozen
to your specification e

SOLD BY HANGING WEIGHT —
SUBJECT TO CUTTING LOSS.

9  PEARCE'S
SAUSAGE KITCHEN

61327 Dahlstrom, Ashland, WI
715-682-3742

!# HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
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